Influence of meptazinol on metabolic and hormonal responses following major surgery. A comparison with morphine.
Opioid drugs in high doses can obtund the stress response to major surgery but only at the expense of marked cardiorespiratory depression. The postoperative hormonal response to surgical stress was measured in 20 patients undergoing hysterectomy who were given either meptazinol 100 mg or morphine 15 mg intramuscularly at the end of the surgery. Both drugs at the doses used failed to diminish the stress response. Those patients who received meptazinol showed elevated prolactin levels: this may be an indicator of agonist activity at the mu 1 opioid receptor.